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2014 Budget - D R A F T
From the Board

I am embracing the turning of the calendar as a man
who embraces his freedom. A time to drop the
shackles and put on your running shoes is upon us.
Who cares about the mistakes you made last year?
What are the possibilities of this year? I know there
are good things ahead of us as a neighborhood and I
look forward to seeing them come to fruition.
Now, I know you can bounce back to the old frame of
mind and say, “What is the point Nick? In a month we
will be back to our old habits and picking up the
shackles that we just put down a month ago.” But what
if we did not have to think like that? What is it that
makes us progress from a moment of hope to a feeling
of despair? Notice earlier I mentioned who cares about
the mistakes you made last year. Is it our mistakes that
haunt us at the end of the year and the fear of making
them that ties us down at the beginning of the year?
If this is so, then perhaps our fear of mistakes can be
replaced by the opportunity to be creative. One of my
favorite kids cartoons from when I was young had a
crazy red headed teacher with the motto, “Take
chances, make mistakes, and get messy.” I hope that
this can carry us through this year as a neighborhood.
We have permission to take risks. We have permission
to make mistakes. And through the messiness of it all I
hope we birth something new and creative for our
neighborhood in the 2014 year. So, drop off those
worrisome shackles and please join me in making a
mess of things at the January 16th meeting.

Nick Mayo

At the January General Membership Meeting
we will vote on the budget for this year. After
reviewing the expenses of last year and
looking at the plan for 2014, the following
amounts are presented:
Newsletter (includes printing, postage
expense, labels, etc.)
$ 2000.00
Garden (includes flowers, rental of
equipment, fertilizer, water, etc.)$ 600.00
Membership/Social (includes promotional
mailings, stamps, items for events, etc.)
$ 1230.00
Misc.
$ 200.00

Total:

$ 4030.00

Please come to the meeting and let us know how you
feel about these expenditures and the need to generate
revenue.

Reminder! The next LNA
meeting will be January 16,
2014, 7:00 PM at the VFW at
3302 Leavenworth St.
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LNA Master Plan
Last year we changed our normal, yearly goal setting
with the idea of a Master Plan. At the beginning of the
year we developed a list of things that will continue to
help this neighborhood improve. The following are
the items identified:
> Embellish our gardens with art and/or sculptures.
>Install "doggy posts" for holding doo-doo clean-up
bags along the Turner Boulevard Trail.
> Establish a Strategic Plan for public spaces for
artwork and mixed use.
> Install "entrance signs" to LNA neighborhood.
> Perform "Brush Down" efforts in the various parks
and green spaces in the neighborhood.
> Encourage the State Department of Roads to cleanup the I-480 corridor, especially the entrance and exit
ramps.
> Establish a loose litter clean-up for each block in the
neighborhood by means of volunteers adopting their
block.
> Re-hang banners on Leavenworth Street.
> Hang flower baskets on the main streets of the
neighborhood.
> Install additional playground equipment at
Leavenworth Park, including a canopy.
This plan was developed with the input from the
members and can be considered stepping stones in our
goal to make a better neighborhood. Consider this
plan to be ongoing and flexible. One item that we will
discuss is the replacement of the flags on Leavenworth
street. Note that these are different from the banners
listed above. The "Leavenworth Salute", if done
during 2014 would require the purchase of new flags
as the existing ones are faded and torn. The hardware
is still functional.
Please come to the meetings and provide your
thoughts.

Support our advertisers!!!
They help keep the LNA
rolling!!!
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Update on Christmas Cheer - 2013
By Kassandra Mayo
This year we raised over $1,500 for our Christmas Cheer
project! With your generous donations 260 students at
Jackson Elementary School received a bag filled with
books, crayons, stickers, a hat, a pair of gloves, and
several other goodies. The reusable grocery bags were
donated by Wohlner's Grocery at Midtown Crossing.
When you stop in, please thank them for their support.
Each teacher, assistant, and staff member also received a
certificate for coffee at Greengo Coffee & Deli at 828
Park Avenue.
We would like to thank everyone who helped make this
year's project a success through donation or volunteering.

Mailing List Update
By Jim Thompson
Each issue we publish the following:
Want to receive The Exchange by e-mail?
Simply send an email message to zippijd@aol.com and
request that you’d like to start receiving the electronic
version of the LNA newsletter. Each month, you will be
sent a full color pdf version.
Honestly, I get little response from the above. Perhaps it
is because everyone that gets the hard copy version
really wants the hard copy. It is a nicer way to read,
especially if you try to navigate the EXCHANGE on
those tiny little screens on your phone. But recently we
have been looking at our costs and producing, printing
and mailing the exchange makes up the bulk of the LNA
expenses. We try and recoup the cost through the sale of
advertising, but that revenue does not cover the entire
bill.
Consequently, we are in the process of revising our
mailing list. If you really do want the electronic version,
please provide the emails for all members of the
household who would need to read the EXCHANGE.
Of course we will continue to print the newsletter as
there are quite a few folks out there who may not have
the electronic means or desire to read it online. And we
encourage those who do get the issue electronically to
simply forward it to their friends and neighbors. Or
invite them for coffee and read the printed copy.
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New Board Members Elected!!!

Quick Snips.....

At the November meeting elections were held for the
three vacancies on the LNA Board. Nick Mayo,
Aaron Onufrock and Evan Freemyer were the
successful choices. These three will join Zack
Johnson and Jen Beirola who are entering their
second year of the two year term.

Seen at the Daily Record: Central Area Recycling
Exchange (C.A.R.E.) paper recycling truck. Nice.
C.A.R.E. is an organization that offers a variety of
services to support individuals with developmental
disabilities and their families. They provide a living
and working environment where socialization, selfesteem and personal fulfillment are a way of life. And
of course they recycle paper, cardboard and aluminum
cans at their facility. Give them a call at 402-4446495 to get set up.

After the election the Board recessed to choose the
officers:
President: Nick Mayo
Vice President: Evan Freemyer
Secretary: Zack Johnson
Treasurer: Aaron Onufrock
At-Large: Jen Beirola
Congratulations! Please give them your support and
with the help and assistance of all the LNA members,
we look forward to a productive 2014!

<><><><><><>
Eyesore gone!!! Please drive or walk by 32nd and
Pacific when you have a chance. The almost five year
old burnt out structure has been razed for future
development. Thank you Jerry and Scott!! You guys
are wonderful.
<><><><><><>
Thank you to Jim Thompson and the staff at M.U.D.
for straightening out our water bill issues for the
Community Garden. The change will save the LNA
hundreds of dollars!!
<><><><><><>
Special THANKS to Kassie Mayo for a very
successful Christmas Cheer project in 2013. You did
a great job!!
<><><><><><>

Dismantling Experts
2820 Vinton Street
Omaha, NE 68105
Office (402) 346-4470
Fax (402) 346-2341

Architectural Salvage
New & Used Lumber
Rare Bricks
Landscaping Materials
Old House Parts
Columns

Vintage Hardware
Culverts
Iron
Pipe
Heavy Equipment
Furniture

We Buy and Sell Salvage and Real Estate

Did you notice the volume number on the masthead of
this newsletter? Yes, we have been publishing the
EXCHANGE for twenty nine years!!! Count them,
that is a lot of words!
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Leavenworth Kid’s Corner
By Kassandra Mayo at agapemayo@gmail.com
This month I will be sharing a compilation of applications
for your phone or tablets. Enjoy!!

6 Great Reading Apps for Kids
By Dominic Umile
In this swiftly changing techy era, it's tough to sort through
what apps are must-have. When it comes to sharing (or
creating!) books with your kids, we've got you covered.
Dig into this list of nifty and distinctive phone and tablet
apps.
1. Tikatok StorySpark. From book behemoth Barnes &
Noble, Tikatok StorySpark is aimed at your family’s pintsized publisher. Kids write and illustrate their own books,
using a catalog of art or their own photos or digital
drawings for the backgrounds. When it’s ready, books are
“published” under a chosen pen name and posted online at
Tikatok.com. iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch, Android; app is
free, books are $3 each.
2. Bookster. Young readers can find new literary faves
with helpful narration from kids their age. Your little ones
will also learn new vocabulary words and can record
themselves reading the books when they’ve finished! iPad,
iPhone, iPod Touch, Android; free with first e-book.
3. Tales2Go. A Parents’ Choice Gold Award-winner that
streams on-demand, unlimited access to more than 1,000
stories. Scroll through and sort by reader age, genre, and
more. Bookmark and build a favorites list for easy return
visits! iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch; $10 per month.
4. A Story Before Bed. More than 300 stories in this
app’s library for an interactive read-along experience with
your child. Record video of story time so that your little
one can watch it again in the morning, while paging
through and following along! iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch;
$10 per month.
5. TouchyBooks. Quirky sounds, animation, and flip-book
usability offer a realistic experience and a touch of magic
for toddlers and tweens. Use the easy star voting system to
rate your favorites on this multilingual
platform.iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch, Android, Windows
Phone; free with two free books.
6. MeeGenius. Highlight words for review and use the
MeeGenius audio playback to keep your little bookworms
engaged. Give the personalization element a try, where a
child can substitute his or her own name for that of a
favorite character in the book! iPad, iPhone, Android,
Google TV; free with book selection.

RON & ROB WACKERHAGEN
The FULL SERVICE Guys!!!!

Alderman’s Bar
60+ Years
Family Owned Business
“Where Friendly People Meet”
3216 Leavenworth

341-5190
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Membership Dues
are Due
In November the membership voted to increase the
family dues to $15.00 and the business dues to $25.00
per year. We hope that this nominal increase will assist
in providing the resources the LNA needs to continue
our long serving efforts to make this neighborhood a
great place to live, work, and play.
The foundation of the LNA is the membership base. We
ask you to join or to renew to establish your commitment
to the group. It does take financial resources to perform
the work, so your dues are truly appreciated.
Please send to: L.N.A., c/o Fashion Cleaners
3031 Leavenworth St.
Omaha, NE 68105
THANK YOU!!! And be sure and tell your neighbors!

Family membership: $15
Business Membership:
$25
Please support the LNA!!
A NEIGHBOR'S CODE OF ETHICS
• Feel good about your own property, respect your
neighbor's.
• Inside your home is your space. The space outside
your home is shared with your neighbors.
• Your trees should grow tall. Your grass should not.
• Make trash & junk short-lived. They do not get
better with age.
• Litter is like a smudge on your face. Clean it.
• Your home is attached to the ground. The ground is
part of the city. The city has a right to set ground
rules. Follow the rules.
• You do not have to live with your neighbors, just
next to them. Make it a comfortable relationship.
• "Hi" is only a two letter word. Easy to say. Nice to
hear.
• Control your pets. Your neighbor will appreciate
that extra bit of work.
• Take pride in your neighborhood. It will feel right.
Copyright © 1991 by Jim Thompson, Omaha, NE

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday & Sat.

10:00 - 4:00 PM
10:00 - 6:30 PM
10:00 - 2:00 PM

R.D. BARR CO.
Studio & 1 Bedroom Apartments,
Remodeled!
Locations: Med Center/Mutual/Midtown
Crossing/UNO/Aksarben Village
402-333-6431 (Call: 24/7!!)
www.apartmentsomahane.com
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Garden Committee Update....
Welcome Kayla Meyer!!! Kayla lives in the
neighborhood and has agreed to become our
Chairperson for the garden efforts. She is excited to
lend her talents which include a degree in landscape
architecture.
When the weather becomes tolerable Kayla will be
given a detailed tour of the five gardens in which the
LNA is involved. When it is below zero, do you think
it's OK to be talking about gardens?? Sure!! Seed
catalogs will be arriving in the mail any day now.
As with many of our projects the garden efforts cannot
be done by one person. We believe there are a lot of
thumbs with a green tint that are hidden throughout the
neighborhood. Please consider signing up to help in
this endeavor.
As a refresher, our main garden is the Community
Garden at Leavenworth and St. Marys. The Zodiac
Garden is at Turner Boulevard and Leavenworth, next
to Mrs. Roberts Palm Reading. The Triangle Garden is
at 34th and Jackson. The Identity garden, the smallest,
is at Turner Boulevard and Harney. Finally, the Hands
To Harvest Garden is the community vegetable garden
that we share with Ford Birthsite Neighborhood
Association. That site is on 31st Street, just south of
Pacific St.
Special thanks to Carol Haas for her dedication and
efforts over the years to help these green spaces
become reality and a source of pride for the
neighborhood. We look forward to working with
Kayla to continue the tradition!

V.F.W. St. Mihiel
Post #247
3302 Leavenworth
(402) 344-0714
http://www.vfw247.com/
Your neighborhood Veterans and Community Service
Organization

Good Food – Great Prices – Family Friendly

Join us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
LeavenworthOmaha
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What's in the Corner?
By Jim Thompson
In September I visited my sister and her family who
live in Atlanta, GA. I love them all, but one of my
nieces has a habit of collecting things. I don't mean a
category of items found in the "Collectables" column
of craigslist. Her problem is holding on to everything.
As my sister is getting on in years I thought I would
lend a hand based on the business I started to assist
those in transition. Sure, I'll give JD's Transition
Services, Inc. a plug. I will clean out houses, garages,
etc., and advise the family accordingly of proper
disposition of "things".
In reviewing their household, top to bottom, I found
that it was extremely difficult to determine exactly
what was in some of the rooms. With boxes and bags
stacked high, "treasures" abound, I wondered what
was in the corner. This particular trip did not allow
enough time to physically move stuff, but the curiosity
was intense. Keep in mind the goal was to make them
aware, not necessarily depart with their things.
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Normally with my business the intent is to clear out the
house and get it ready for market. But deep inside their
rooms, a corner was filled with something. Almost like
a mystery unfolding, blocked by cardboard.
What is in the corner of a house, garage, shelf, etc., can
strike a parallel to our neighborhood. I have lived here
a long time and because of my involvement, have been
to all the corners, dozens of times. Do you know what
is on the next block? Do you know the type of
characters, good and bad, living six blocks away?
Becoming aware of our surroundings and the
ingredients of that mixture is what makes a strong
neighborhood.
Each neighborhood becomes a blend of our travels and
our interaction with people and businesses. I am happy
to report that with our midtown neighborhood the
opportunity seems endless for that blending. Sometimes
action is needed to change things, but for the most part
it is a matter of performing our personal inventory for
what can be appreciated and treasured.
What's in the corner of the LNA? Check it out.
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"Celebrating together as
friends and neighbors"
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it is time to
renew your
membership.
OR if you
have not
joined, join
US now!!

THE LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Who We Are
A neighborhood association advocating growth and pride for
families and business in the heart of the city -- working to
provide a safe, attractive, and welcoming environment in
which to live, work, and play. The LNA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization.
Our Board Members
President: Nick Mayo 402-216-1502
Email: nimayo83@gmail.com
Vice-President: Evan Freemyer 712-307-0091
Email: evabfreemyer@gmail.com
Secretary: Zack Johnson
Email: znj@mac.com
Treasurer: Aaron Onufrock 402-960-0346
Email: aonufrock@gmail.com
At Large: Jen Beirola 402-980-5713
Email: jbeirola@gmail.com
Join us for our monthly meetings -- the 3rd Thursday of the
month, 7 p.m., V.F.W., 3302 Leavenworth St.

Website: www.LNAomaha.org

Become a Member of the LNA
Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
_______________________________
Phone: ________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________
Family membership: $15 annually
Business membership: $25 annually

Name of Business: ______________________
____ New Member

____ Renewal

Make checks payable to LNA. Dues are for Jan.-Dec.
Mail to LNA, 3031 Leavenworth St, Omaha, NE 68105.
Each adult 18 or older, 2 max. per family or business who pay dues
and lives, owns property, or owns/operates a business in the LNA
boundaries shall be eligible to vote on Association matters.
LNA boundaries: East - 29th St., North - Dodge St.,
South - Pacific St., West - 36th St.

