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Annual Chili Cook-off
Contest!!
It has become an LNA tradition to feed the members with a toasty bowl of chili at the
General Membership Meeting in February. But this is not just an ordinary bowl. Each
member has an opportunity to share their special concoction from recipes they inherited,
garnered from the internet, or just plain made up from emptying the contents of the
cupboard.
Not only is this a chance to feed your belly, but it is also a good opportunity to get to know
your neighbors.
After multiple samples by all the members, judging occurs and the winner gets some
bragging rights! Perhaps the winner may reveal the best recipe for the next newsletter.
Bring your crock pot on down for the annual cook-off. If you enter the contest, please
bring your own ladle or serving spoon as we do not have a supply. Plates and accessories
will be provided. YUM!!

WOW!!
Have you seen the
new meeting space?
Or perhaps a photo
on Facebook or
instagram?
Come to the new
headquarters of the
LNA at Dewey Park.
With the help of
some dedicated
volunteers and the
assistance from a
couple of businesses,
the place is looking
awesome!!!
See you on Feb. 16.

Reminder! The next LNA Membership meeting will be Feb. 16, 2016, 7:00 PM,
at Dewey Park Building, Turner Blvd & Dewey.
Please come and bring your ideas, thoughts and concerns.
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At Home in the Neighborhood

President's Letter.....

By John Costanzo

A thank you goes out to the people who helped at the
workday at LNAHQ - it was the largest turnout we've
had for quite some time! Many hands make light
work. We are constantly striving to make the LNA a
better and more efficient organization and greatly
appreciate the efforts our active members have made to
bring the LNA to the place that it is today.
Remember to attend this month's meeting for the
February Chili Cook Off. The chili is always excellent
and greatly appreciated.
I encourage you to come to this month's meeting at 550
Turner Boulevard on the 16th to share ways that we
can continue to make the Leavenworth Neighborhood a
better place to live, work, and play.

Jack Henry
LNA Budget 2017

On Thursday, February 2nd the LNA board met to set
the budget for 2017. In reviewing monies spent in
2016, we were able to find several areas that afforded
us an opportunity to scale back. A renewed focus on
streamlined success, combined with a scaled back
master plan has put us in a position to succeed. Here’s
the proposed budget for 2017:
Category

2017 Proposal

August Picnic

$200.00

Building and
grounds
maintenance

$400.00

Chili Feed

$50.00

Christmas Cheer

$400.00

Holiday Party

$200.00

Marketing

$400.00

Neighborhood
Cleanup

$50.00

Newsletter

$400.00

TOTALS

$2000.00

"Home is where the hearth is”, or so the saying goes. In
the years, my family and I have been members of the
Leavenworth Neighborhood: it has called several
locations home. From the fellowship hall at First Lutheran
Church, to the meeting hall at the VFW and most recently
the Tin Box studio, all these locations have welcomed us
in and have allowed us a surrogate home. For they were
places were neighbors were welcomed to mingle, share
their stories and discuss the topics which have mattered to
us through the years. People are the only truly essential
ingredient to a vibrant neighborhood.
There is however, also something ultimately reassuring
about having one’s own place to hang your hat and call
home.
This last weekend, work was afoot at the Dewey Tennis
building. Neighbors gathered midmorning to continue the
transformation of this new location into our permanent
home. Over a dozen individuals offered their time and
expertise the results have been amazing. Many hands
truly do make the load lighter. A special shout out to Zach
and crew with Johnson Deconstruction for donating the
time and manpower to get the carpet installed. Our brand
is now on the window and I cannot help put to feel a new
sense of pride in our new hearth, one that I hope will be as
warm and inviting as is the indomitable spirit of our little
corner of the city.

The new year has never looked so bright in the LNA, I
hope to see you all at this month’s meeting. Come share
some fellowship, a bowl of chili and find out what
changes are coming next!
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Public Art Team

Loving Leavenworth Neighborhood

By Jim Thompson

By Janelle Domeyer

Last month there was a note about needing some
folks to come forward that have a special eye for
public art. The LNA area has evolved with quite a
number of murals for example. Do you know where
all of these are displayed? How many?? And
further, how many more we can stimulate into
existence??

With Valentine’s Day right around the corner, I thought it
would be a good idea to take some time to think about
what I “love” about the Leavenworth Neighborhood.

The purpose of you, if you have that eye we seek, is
to assist in highlighting the dimension of public art to
the neighborhood. And along with the goal of
beautifying the neighborhood, assist with potential
locations for more public art.
Since we built the Turner Boulevard Trail, added the
stairway at the Snake Hill area, improved the parks
along the way, and with the tremendous rise of
Midtown Crossing, wouldn't it be wonderful to
enhance the walk on the trail and through our
neighborhood with some spectacular sculptures?
Start thinking. And we will see you at the meeting to
discuss it further.

Leavenworth Neighborhood has been my only
neighborhood since I moved to Omaha in 2005.
Originally I was drawn to the area because its Gold Coast
adjacent location was interesting, eclectic, and
diverse…it was close to both Dundee and the Old
Market, yet very affordable. I loved the novelty of living
on a brick street, in an old apartment building with wood
floors, and I had amazing landlords.
As I started to save up to buy my first home I knew I
wanted to remain east of 72nd street and started looking at
houses between Vinton street and Benson. The first house
I looked at was one block from my apartment, but of
course I wanted to see more. After about a month where
I’m sure I viewed more than 30 or 40 homes, I went back
to that very first house and knew it was home.
Midtown Crossing was also under construction at the
time and I felt that this was a neighborhood in which to
invest. I was right. Over the past twelve years since I first
moved to this area I’ve seen buildings rise, apartments
rehabbed, and old homes lovingly restored.
I’ve walked my kids to Dewey Park, tried Indian food for
the first time at Mother India, and met friends for nights
out at the Crescent Moon. I drank coffee from
Speilbound, watched movies in Turner Park on hot
summer nights, and stared longingly at all the beautiful
old architecture that exists in our boundaries. I love a
place with character and Leavenworth Neighborhood is
blessed with it!

Membership Team
One of our standing committees in the LNA is designed
to increase our membership. We have had a good core of
volunteers stepping forward to lead that effort. Your
membership dues not only help to fund the things we do,
but help to assure you are informed about what is
happening in your neighborhood.
Team Captain: Janelle Domeyer
Cindy Mitchell
Jack Henry
Ashley Flater
Laura Green
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LNA Master Plan - 2017
By Jack Henry
As an organization, we’ve adopted a very tactical Master
Plan for 2017: Membership, Fundraising and LNAHQ.
Even the term ‘Master Plan’ seems audacious for the 3
measures of success we have embraced for the year
because they’re so unassuming. The former Master Plan,
as you may remember, will return one day. Those lofty
goals haven’t been shelved but for now we need to focus
on our core.
Membership
We will focus on growing and retaining membership by
providing value to our neighbors and organization. Our
line-up of guest speakers already include Mayoral
Candidate Heath Mello, and Katy Spragg (TAGG).
There are others we hope to confirm as the year
progresses. These visitors will provide unique
perspectives into the neighborhood and the City of
Omaha and hopefully pique the interest of our
community. We live in the most densely populated part
of the city and it offers a diverse opportunity for growth!
Young professionals are the fastest growing
demographic. Stats show, collectively, "millennials" give
more time by way of volunteering than any other
generation. These young men and women have the time,
talent and technology to make our organization robust
and we want to be welcoming and providing the value to
make membership to LNA meaningful.
Fund Raising
Top-line revenue is always a goal but more-so this year.
To aggressively market ourselves and our new meeting
space in Dewey Park not only takes time but money.
Where will it come from? Membership drives,
community out-reach, hosting a picnic and a holiday
party all require funding and can be budgeted. The scope
of our membership goals and the focus on the LNAHQ
requires we take advantage of every occasion to help
raise extra funds. This is very simple: perhaps a silent
auction at the picnic or a wine-pull at the holiday party?
Have you been diligent to TAGG your purchases for
LNA? Together A Greater Good has been highlighted in
past newsletters and the ease of its app is flawless. Last
month we raised over $34 – that’s two memberships.
Imagine if we doubled that by getting two more
neighbors to TAGG for us. Our burden would be lifted
exponentially!
LNA Head Quarters
Gaining access to 550 Turner Blvd was a great success!
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When we first got the keys last year there was a lot of
work in front us: graffiti covered walls, years of dirt
and decay were everywhere. But it was a valueoriented achievement and the building we inherited is
not the same building we host our monthly meetings
in today! It provides more than 2500 square feet of
meeting space and offices, our records are centralized,
and we now show-case our history on the walls. All
of this lends credibility to the LNA and provides
value to our membership and fundraising efforts.
Work here continues but it is well worth the efforts.
We send a strong message to our neighbors and City
leaders on the vibrant future of our organization.
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Winter Beauty? Winter UGLY!!

Still Lost Dog

By Jim Thompson

By Carol Haas

At the time of writing this we still do not have any snow
on the ground. I was sort of hoping that a good snowfall
would cover up a lot of the trash and junk in the
neighborhood. But alas, come those 40 degree
temperatures the trash reveals it's ugly face. And the
spring clean-up is too far away for the couches and
mattress that seem to find their final destination.

Many of you know Terry McMullen of the warehouse
where we select books for Christmas Cheer. Right before
Christmas Terry’s dog, Cleo, (a 19 month old Bernese
mountain dog), was lost when she was out of the car to
stretch her legs. When Terry turned away for a minute,
Cleo had disappeared – the only place she could go was
into Papio Creek near 85th and Frederick. Terry
scrambled into the creek after her and hit his head on the
ice trying to grab her. His injury resulted in about 50
stitches and, he wasn’t able to retrieve Cleo. Since then
numerous organizations and veterinarians have been
contacted. A Facebook page "Help Find Cleo" was
created. Many people have volunteered to search for
Cleo. Dog experts say the pup should have survived her
dip in the icy creek and several sights of a similar dog
were noted in the area shortly after she went missed.

In the meantime, there continue to be trouble spots that
make an ugly journey through our streets and alleys. The
idea that mattresses, tires, chairs, etc., magically make
their way into small, two cubic yard dumpsters is beyond
comprehension. Those who litter these things need to be
educated. If it is a tenant situation, clarity in the leases is
necessary. The City continues to monitor the streets and
alleys and the fines are significant. But unfortunately,
they cannot get to all corners of the neighborhood.
Fortunately the majority of our landlords take care of
their property. The very good looking wood dumpster
fences that enclose some of their receptacles are a
fantastic example. And although midnight dumpers
seemingly never go away, with cameras and observing
eyes hopefully we can catch some of these lawbreakers.
At the very least, we encourage property managers to
keep on top of their situation.
Recently in Nextdoor there was a query on who in the
area can haul bulky things away. There were a number of
recommendations. I have been in touch with Keep
Omaha Beautiful to establish a more formal list that
would allow anyone to choose a qualified hauler should
the need arise. I'm not sure if licensing is required in this
field, but insurance and a guaranty of final disposition
would be necessary. Perhaps we can achieve a viable
solution to this ongoing problem.

The EXCHANGE by e-mail?
Simply send an email message to:
AtLarge@LNAOmaha.org and request
that you’d like to start receiving the LNA
newsletter. We can also send out a
printed copy to your home or business if
you desire that instead.

I corresponded with Terry in mid-January and so far Cleo
hasn’t turned up. Numerous postcards have been sent out
in an effort to find her. All of us who’ve had pets know
they are members of the family – nearly like one of the
kids. We wish Terry and his family the best in their
efforts to find Cleo and bring closure to this sad situation.
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Quick Snips.....
Wistar is the new name for CPM Realty. They have
moved into our neighborhood at 32nd and
Leavenworth. Wistar is a property management
company. Welcome!!
<><><><><><>
The LNA has still not heard from the Midtown
Neighborhood Alliance (MNA). We joined last year
but are unsure whether they are still active and what our
dues are used for nor what other neighborhoods might
be involved
<><><><><><>
Unfortunately there was an officer involved shooting
recently in Dewey Park. Isolated situation. Nothing to
be scared about. To quote one of the witnesses on the
news, "We are a very, very safe neighborhood."
<><><><><><>
In last month's issue of The Reader, I noticed an ad
labeled "Hiding Out?". Apparently Bud Olson's Bar
has been voted Best Bar for Hiding Out. Cool. I've
tried to hide there but have never been successful except
when I park my truck at Alderman's. Bud's was also
voted Best Bar for Stiffest Pours and Best
Neighborhood Tavern. I didn't vote but would have
acknowledged the significant change from the old "D"
word. Great place to visit. If that is a category I would
vote for that! Thank you Tom O. and crew for being a
great neighbor and congratulations!!

Have you had your car broken into? Something
stolen from your yard or business? Suspicious
characters roaming around??
Of course you should first call the police or 911
depending on the urgency of the matter.
The LNA has an active "Crime Alert" email listing
to share information within the neighborhood. If
you have an incident, report it to
atlarge@LNAOmaha.org and it will be shared with
your neighbors. Communication is an important
element in keeping our neighborhood safe.
Note that this email listing is not used for any commercial
purposes.
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Old to New
By Jim Thompson

Contributed by Kassandra Mayo agapemayo@gmail.com

It's that time of year where parents of lovely
littles ages 2-4, begin looking for preschools
that best fit their families needs. As a 13 year
Preschool Teacher veteran, I am asked all the
time what parents should look for in a
Preschool. This question always boggles me as
Preschool is the time to introduce your child to
the school setting and hopefully instill a young
love for learning. As parents, we are their
primary teachers and the Preschool you pick
should reflect the learning environment and
values we share with them at home.

I recently had the opportunity to visit an old friend and
Omaha Historian, Howard Hamilton. On the wall of his
"mini-museum" was a poster of old houses and the
names of the occupants in Old Omaha. I took a couple
of pictures that were identified on this poster, a pictorial
probably from the 20's. It was common to share such
photos back then, some of the houses being stand-outs
for the time. Of the four within our boundaries, only
one is still standing.

Here is a great article of ten steps to finding the
right Preschool for your little learner whether
you choose private or public school, a co-op, or
homeschool: https://www.parentmap.com/article
/10-steps-to-finding-a-preschool

Family
membership: $15
Business
Membership: $25
Please support the
LNA!!

I have not had time to research who A.G. Sundgren was,
nor how long he had lived there. But the house was
built in 1910. Today:

Make checks payable to "LNA". Bring
to the meeting, give to a Board member,
or
Mail to:
Leavenworth N.A.
3031 Leavenworth St, Omaha, NE
68105
PLEASE NOTE: You can also pay directly
through PayPal, sending your transaction to:
Treasurer@LNAOmaha.org

Looking good for over 100 years old!! I'm curious if
there are any old houses in the LNA that are still in the
family of the original owners. If you know, let us know!

FEB.
2017

LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
3031 Leavenworth St.
Omaha, NE 68105

"Celebrating together as
friends and neighbors"

THE LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Who We Are
A neighborhood association advocating growth and pride for
families and business in the heart of the city -- working to
provide a safe, attractive, and welcoming environment in
which to live, work, and play. The LNA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization.
Our Board Members
President: Jack Henry 402-650-3761
Email: President@LNAOmaha.org
Vice-President: Janelle Domeyer
Email: Vice-President@LNAOmaha.org
Secretary: John Costanzo 402-699-0048)
Email: Secretary@LNAOmaha.org
Treasurer: Andrew Flater (515-520-1255) Email: aflater@gmail.com
At Large: Jim Thompson 402-672-0603
Email: atlarge@LNAOmaha.org

Join us for our monthly meetings -- the 3rd Thursday of the
month, 7 p.m.,

Website: www.LNAOmaha.org

Become a Member of the LNA
Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
_______________________________
Phone: ________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________
Family membership: $15 annually
Business membership: $25 annually

Name of Business: ______________________
____ New Member

____ Renewal

Make checks payable to LNA. Dues are for Jan.-Dec.
Mail to LNA, 3031 Leavenworth St, Omaha, NE 68105.
Each adult 18 or older, 2 max. per family or business who pay dues
and lives, owns property, or owns/operates a business in the LNA
boundaries shall be eligible to vote on Association matters.
LNA boundaries: East - 29th St., North - Dodge St.,
South - Pacific St., West - 36th St.

