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Annual Chili Cook-off
Contest!!
It has become an LNA tradition to feed the members with a toasty bowl of chili at the General
Membership Meeting in February. But this is not just an ordinary bowl. Each member has an
opportunity to share their special concoction from recipes they inherited, garnered from the
internet, or just plain made up from emptying the contents of the cupboard.
Not only is this a chance to feed your belly, but it is also a good opportunity to get to know your
neighbors.
After multiple samples by all the members, judging occurs and the winner gets some bragging
rights! Perhaps the winner may reveal the best recipe for the next newsletter.
Bring your crock pot on down for the annual cook-off. If you enter the contest, please bring your
own ladle or serving spoon as we do not have a supply. Plates and accessories will be provided.
YUM!!

Reminder! The next LNA Membership meeting will be February 15, 2018. 7:00 PM
Dewey Park Building, Turner Blvd & Dewey. Please come and bring your
[CHILI!!!] ideas, thoughts and [APPETITE!!]concerns.
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Greek Fish Fry
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President's Letter.....

By Christine Krin
St. John's Greek Orthodox Church is gearing up for
some Lenten hospitality. Your neighbors that bring
you the delicious Greek Festival will again host Greek
Fish Fry Fridays from February 16th through March
23rd. What makes it a Greek Fish Fry? Well for
starters they offer extra delicious Meat Free entrees on
our Menu. The Baked Fish Plaki features a filet that is
baked with a chunky tomato and vegetable sauce - it is
a favorite and they make what they make and when it
is out for the evening it is out. Spanakopita, savory
spinach and cheese pastries and a meatless version of
the eggplant casserole Moussaka is also available.
Don't worry if you have traditionalists in your group,
the fryers are fired up and they serve traditionally fried
cod and fried shrimp. Still more on the menu - baked
salmon! You can come every week and enjoy a
different selection every time - with the most delicious
desserts around.
All meals are $10 for Adults with a children's menu for
only $4. Serving times are 4:30 - 8 pm. The church is
open for viewing from 4:30 with Lenten prayer
services later in the evening, all are welcome to join
in.
St. John's has been a good neighbor in the LNA for
over 60 years and supports other neighborhood
institutions including the Neighbor's United Saturday
luncheons at First Baptist Church, the food pantry at
First Lutheran Church, mitten and school supply drives
for Jackson and Liberty Schools and the InCommon
Center on Park Avenue.
On the corner of Park Avenue and St. Marys, see you
there!!

February is the shortest month of the year but we sure
do have a lot going on in the neighborhood! Forget
Ground Hog Day or the Super Bowl, there is a bunch
of activity right here locally:
Farine + Four opened in The Triangle. Farine + Four
mean 'fire and oven' in French and the pastry shop is
now delivering world-renowned pastries right to LNA.
There are no synthetic flavors, preservatives or
chemicals in any of their products! We are proud they
moved to our part of the city! They provide a modern
take on European-inspired techniques, offering items
such as traditional sourdough bread, bagels, bon bon
chocolates, French baguettes, ice cream, croissants,
focaccia, and macaroons.
Also happening, I wanted to let you know that we bids
currently out to remove and replace the restroom
portion of the Dewey Park Recreation Center, where
LNA meets every month. Bids are due and will be
opened on February 14, 2018. Contract would go to
the City Council roughly four weeks later with a notice
to proceed soon after that. Completion date for the
project is August 17, 2018.
The Leavenworth Neighborhood Association's use of
the building while the renovation work is being
completed is somewhat up in the air. Once the project
starts there will be no restrooms available until the
work is completed. There may also be times when
there is no power to the entire building. I look forward
to updating you as I know more.
Members of the Board will be attending a Keep Omaha
Beautiful prep for the Annual Neighborhood Cleanup.
At that time we'll know the date of the LNA Cleanup.
Enjoy February! Kiss your Valentine.

Jack Henry

Because of the speed at which Earth
moves around the Sun, it is impossible
for a solar eclipse to last more than 7
minutes and 58 seconds.
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Membership Dues are Due
It is that time of the year that we ask each and every
one of you to renew or join this active neighborhood
association. Here is what you can expect for your
membership:
Chili Supper in February
Free bulk garbage pick-up in the spring
Ice Cream Social
Picnic in August
Holiday Party in December
Security of a Driving Patrol
"Crime Alert" emails of burglaries, etc.
Subscription to an informative and
popular newsletter (this one!)
Enforcement of graffiti violations
Enforcement of code violations
Enjoyment of four flower gardens
Continued efforts to clean litter from
your neighborhood
Opportunity to use a plot in a community
vegetable garden
Opportunity to help the kids at Jackson School
Pride

page 3

2018 Final Budget Approved
At the January General Membership Meeting we
voted on the budget for this year. The following
amounts are presented:
Category

Dollar amount

Chili feed

$30

Cleanup

$300

Picnic

$150

Newsletter

$800

Christmas cheer

$200

Holiday party

$200

Marketing

$800

Total

$2500

If this amount of money looks ambitious to you, it is
within reason of past years. With dues, advertising
revenue, grants, etc., we seem to manage quite
effectively for a non-profit organization. But of
course we need your help to continue.

The food alone is worth your investment. And it takes
more than a small, dedicated group of volunteers to
continue to make this a great association. Please see
the back page and renew or join now.
Thank you to those who have already sent in their dues.
We really appreciate your support. If any of you need
an invoice for your records, please let us know and we
can accommodate you. Remember we are a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization.
Thank you!!

In case you were not aware,
the LNA is on Facebook.

Simply enter Leavenworth
Neighborhood Association.
Become a "friend" TODAY!

The NICO Apartments are now open for business at
Harney & Turner Blvd. Here is Cora at the open
house, being greeted by the former owner of the
building.
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Quick Snips.....
Did you notice the Meineke Muffler sign went away?
Now called Midtown Auto Service and Exhaust,
they have replaced the previous ownership. Manager
Mike Clark says they will continue to provide the
service that has been offered in the past, but "even
better".
<><><><><><>
And speaking of new signs, Farine + Four has now
opened on 30th and Leavenworth. Hours are 7:00 3:00, Tuesday through Friday, 8:00 opening on
Saturday. This is an upscale bakery with a wide
variety of offerings.
<><><><><><>
Pickleman's Gourmet Cafe is now open in Midtown
Crossing, 3201 Farnam, #6104. You will get hungry
just looking at their menu. And they deliver!
<><><><><><>
Long Dog Fat Cat is also open in Midtown Crossing.
If you have a pet, check them out! 3201 Farnam,
#6108.
<><><><><><>
http://www.midtowncrossing.com This is where you
sign up for their newsletter. It's pretty simple and
when you let them know when your birthday comes
around, special deals for YOU!!!
<><><><><><>
Stay tuned for the announcement for our annual
neighborhood clean-up. No reports of the date, but
look for April or May.

2018 Master Plan
At the General Membership meeting in January,
various options were discussed about what the LNA
can work towards in 2018. In addition to the normal
goals we have as a neighborhood association, such as
reporting junk cars, advising landlords of trash on
their property, and the other items listed in the
membership benefits article, the Master Plan can
help guide to the ultimate of making this
neighborhood a prideful place to live and work.
The following was summarized from the meeting:
A. Dewey Park Building.
 Spoke about the requirement for a letter of
understanding for our use of the building.
Jack sent an email to Brook Bench earlier
this week, but has yet to hear anything. At
the Board meeting, we determined that it
would not be appropriate to draft a formal
contract
B. Membership.
 Renewed focus on driving for increased
membership, which is a carryover from 2017
C. Fundraising: Potential efforts.
 Statue of Liberty in Turner park: there used
to be a statue where the bandstand is
currently located. A new statue will be built
in a location that’s closer to Turner Blvd.
 Massive outdoor artwork along Turner Blvd
– much like Gene Leahy mall. Would need to
approach the arts committee if this option is
to be pursued.
 Doggy posts along Turner Blvd.
 Disc golf course starting in Hanscom park
and ending in Turner park
 Renew the four gardens within our area
 Partner with One Omaha to install lighting in
Turner park for the parking lot/handball
courts
Come to the meetings, call, write, email, etc., to
assist in meeting the challenge for this year.

To all of our sweetheart neighbors!!
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SONA (South Omaha Neighborhood
Alliance) Meeting, February 1
By Carol Haas
The meeting began with members providing updates for
each organization/neighborhood. LNA thanked SONA
for funding received witch aided with Warm Kids,
Warm Neighborhood project and advised that LNA had
also provided breakfast for the staff at Jackson School
and two assemblies for the children featuring “KABOOM”, the science program from UNO.
Guests included Linda Lovgren discussing the ongoing
CSO project; announcement about the opening of NGL
Academy, a four-year independent high school opening
soon on the campus of Bellevue University; reminder
that the Restore Omaha Conference (now Nebraska
Historic Preservation Conference) is coming up March
2 and 3. Registration for this conference can be
completed on-line at www.restorationexchange.org.
Mike McGuire of One Omaha discussed upcoming
programs offered for neighborhood leaders including
Leadership Academy – check out One Omaha’s website
for more information.
Carolyn Gillan gave an overview of the Mayor’s 2018
Neighborhood Grant program. The grant application
was released January 29 and is due Monday, March 26.
Awards of up to $5,000 per neighborhood are available
and awardees will be notified in late April. Information
is available on the Mayor’s website. In early May,
Mayor Stothert will also announce a Mayor’s National
Night Out Grants Program to provide funding to
support National Night Out events on August 7, 2018.
The next SONA meeting will be held at the Kroc Center
on March 1.
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Defining a Neighborhood, Part VII
By Jim Thompson
Recently my duties took me out of town for a
conference. Being gone for five days, one always takes
some necessary precautions like putting timers on some
lights, stopping the newspaper, holding the mail, etc.
Knowing your neighbors, whether you socialize with
them or merely say "Hi" every time your paths cross, is
an invaluable resource when you need to leave the city.
This resource is what helps define a neighborhood.
And this does not necessarily mean that house keys are
exchanged. But if plants need to be watered, pets fed,
etc., the trust that has built up between neighbors to
allow that is an extraordinary condition of living in a
neighborhood. The additional value of providing such
a key when kids get home from school for example and
forgot theirs, helps define a neighborhood.
Everyone seems to be busy these days. Especially in
the winter when inside is the place to be, seeing and
communicating with the neighbors has been narrowed
down to texting. Not all bad, except you miss the
verbal exchange of the adventure on where you're
going. (This can be corrected when the weather gets
nice and folks are outside). I am very fortunate to be
surrounded by neighbors I trust. Of course it did not
happen overnight, but in due time the relationships
developed to a high level of trust. My daughter lives in
the suburbs and they do not know any of the names of
people living around them. Trust, a key factor. And
today's first choice of communication, "the text", can
quickly get the word out.
In our neighborhood there is a lot of turnover with
rentals. Here one year, gone the next. The notion of
building trust challenges the interaction. Not
impossible, but difficult. With the exception of the
obvious methhead and trouble makers that park their
cars on the front lawn for example, I would hope that
your area of the neighborhood can gain the value of
trust we have in our corner. And I believe that the
neighborhood association is a positive factor in that
effort.
Thank you neighbors for watching the homestead. The
comfort zone widens nicely while exploring places out
of state.
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New LNA Board Elected!

Book Review.....

At the annual meeting on November 16 elections were
held for the three open positions on the Board.
Congratulations to Jack Henry, Janelle Domeyer, and
Ben White for their election for a two-year term. They
join current Board members John Costanzo and
Andrew Flater.

"The Haircutter"

Here is the line-up for 2018:

President - Jack Henry
Vice President - John Costanzo
Secretary - Andrew Flater
Treasurer - Janelle Domeyer
At-Large - Ben White
Congratulations to this new Board and we hope they
continue to make this neighborhood one of the
strongest.
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Written by Dana Thompson
It's been awhile since I sat down with a good book,
reading it cover-to-cover in short time. Busyness with
many things normally doesn't allow the time
commitment. But I am glad I picked up the "The
Haircutter". After I began reading, I couldn't put the
book down. One adventure after another, told in a
delightful, funny, and descriptive way.
Nebraska Author Dana Thompson completely
overwhelms us with a style not seen very often. I have
been to New York City and her description of the
skyline locked in a new perspective in my mind should
I visit again. Awesome. Further, each character comes
to life in a vivid manner with the brush of her words.
The story is..........interesting. It seems fast-paced for
all that goes on, but it instills a desire to hurry up to the
next chapter to discover ........., sorry, I cannot reveal
the ending.
Barnes & Noble has some on the shelf. Or order from
your favorite book source. You will giggle and you
will find yourself laughing out loud through the
adventures of "H.C".
Editor

Our Sympathies.....

Information for Contributors
To contribute to the EXCHANGE,
please contact Jim Thompson,
editor@LNAOmaha.org.
Deadline for the March issue is
March 1, 2018.
Content submitted may be edited as needed.

Our thoughts and prayers to Bill Ecabert and
family on the passing of his wife, Molly. Bill
also lost a brother in the past week. May they
both rest in peace.
Long time neighbor Ed Baker passed away in
January. Thoughts and prayers to wife Loretta
and family. Ed endured a long battle with health
issues and may he also rest in peace.
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Family membership: $15
Business Membership:
$25
Please support the LNA!!
Make checks payable to "LNA".
Bring to the meeting, give to a Board
member, or
Mail to:
Leavenworth N.A.
3031 Leavenworth St, Omaha, NE
68105
PLEASE NOTE: You can also pay directly
through PayPal, sending your transaction to:
Treasurer@LNAOmaha.org
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Crime Alert........
Have you had your car broken into?
Something stolen from your yard or business?
Suspicious characters roaming around??
Of course you should first call the police or
911 depending on the urgency of the matter.
The LNA has an active "Crime Alert" email
listing to share information within the
neighborhood. If you have an incident, report
it to editor@LNAOmaha.org and it will be
shared with our LNA neighbors.
Communication is an important element in
keeping our neighborhood safe. This listing is
different from the Nextdoor app that a lot of
neighbors use.
Note that our email listing is not used for any
commercial purposes.
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LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
3031 Leavenworth St.
Omaha, NE 68105

"Celebrating together as
friends and neighbors"

IF YOU SEE
SOMETHING,
SAY
SOMETHING
THE LEAVENWORTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Who We Are
A neighborhood association advocating growth and pride for
families and business in the heart of the city -- working to
provide a safe, attractive, and welcoming environment in
which to live, work, and play. The LNA is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit
organization.
Our Board Members
President: Jack Henry 402-650-3761
Email: President@LNAOmaha.org
Vice-President: John Costanzo 402-699-0048
Email: Vice-President@LNAOmaha.org
Secretary: Andrew Flater 515-520-1255
Email: Secretary@LNAOmaha.org
Treasurer: Email: Janelle Domeyer
Email: Treasurer@LNAOmaha.org
At Large: Ben White, 402-346-5700
Email: atlarge@LNAOmaha.org
Join us for our monthly meetings -- the 3rd Thursday of the
month, 7 p.m., Dewey Park Building on Turner Blvd.

Website: www.LNAOmaha.org

Become a Member of the LNA
Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
_______________________________
Phone: ________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________
Family membership: $15 annually
Business membership: $25 annually

Name of Business: ______________________
____ New Member

____ Renewal

Make checks payable to LNA. Dues are for Jan.-Dec.
Mail to LNA, 3031 Leavenworth St, Omaha, NE 68105.
Each adult 18 or older, 2 max. per family or business that pay dues
and lives, owns property, or owns/operates a business in the LNA
boundaries shall be eligible to vote on Association matters.
LNA boundaries: East - 29th St., North - Dodge St.,
South - Pacific St., West - 36th St.

